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ABSTRACT 

 
The aims of the research are talking about the students’ mistakes in relative pronoun at 

grade XI MAS SUBULUSSALAM Kota Pinang. Relative Pronoun of this research are focused 
only based the curriculum of the school, they are Who, Whom, Which, Whose, and That. The 
subject who are involved at this research are all of students at grade XI MAS 
SUBULUSSALAM Kota Pinang. The aims of the research are to know types, causes and teacher 
efforts overcoming the difficulties of the students in learning relative pronoun at grade XI MAS 
SUBULUSSALAM Kota Pinang. 

The kind of this research is qualitative research by using descriptive method. The 
instruments of collecting data are observation, interview and test. The analysis by using Mean 
Score and describe their mistakes based on their result.  

After the research was done, it can be known that the types students’ mistakes in Relative 
Pronouns at Grade XI MAS SUBULUSSALAM Kota Pinang were the students can not know the 
kinds and function of relative pronoun. The causes of students’ mistakes in learning relative 
pronoun were the students had poor knowledge about sentence got difficulty learn by heart the 
kinds and function of relative pronoun, not able to determine what relative pronoun should be 
used, also felt difficulty to make full comprehend meaning about sentence or clauses together by 
using relative pronoun and did not able to different when the relative pronoun is used in the 
sentence. The teacher efforts overcoming students’ difficulties in students’ mistakes in relative 
pronoun at grade XI MAS SUBULUSSALAM Kota Pinang were English teacher often repeated 
the lesson especially in determining relative pronoun in sentences, give exercise about relative 
pronoun, asked the students to know about sentence by heart every meeting, and motivated the 
students to improve student spirit in learning especially in learning relative pronoun. 
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ABSTRACT

The aims of the research are talking about the students' mistakes in relative
pronoun at grade XI MAS SUBULUSSALAM Kota Pinang. Relative Pronoun of this
research are focused only based the curriculum of the school, they are Who, 'Whom,

Which, Whose, and That. The subject who are involved at this research are all of
students at grade XI MAS SUBULUSSALAM Kota Pinang. The aims of the research

are to know types, causes and teacher efforts overcoming the difficulties of the
students in leanring relative pronoun at grade XI MAS SUBULUSSALAM Kota
Pinang.

The kind of this research is qualitative research by using descriptive method.
The instruments of collecting data are observation, interview and test. The analysis by
using Mean Score and describe their mistakes based on their result.

After the research was done, it can be known that the types students' mistakes
in Relative Pronouns at Grade )([ MAS SUBULUSSALAM Kota Pinang were the
students can not know the kinds and function of relative pronoun. The causes of
students' mistakes in learning relative pronoun were the sfudents had poor knowledge
about sentence got diSculty learn by heart the kinds and function of relative
pronoun, not able to determine what relative pronoun should be used, also felt
difficulty to make full comprehend meaning about sentenee or clauses together by
using relative pronoun and did not able to different when the relative pronoun is used

in the sentence. The teacher efforts overcoming students' difficulties in students'
mistakes in relative pronoun at grade XI MAS SUBULUSSALAM Kota Pinang were
English teacher often repeated the lesson especially in determining relative pronoun
in sentences, give exetcise about relative pronoun, asked the sfudents to know about
sentence by heart every meeting, ffid motivated the students to improve student spirit
in learning especially in learning relative pronoun.
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CHAPTER I  

INTRODUCTION   

 

A. Background of the Problem  

Language learning is important for human’s social development. As a 

language which is used by more than a half of population in the world, English is one 

of languages that hold the key as an international language. English is a tool of 

communication among peoples of the world to get trade, social-cultural, science, and 

technology goals. Moreover, English competence is important in civilization 

development. 

In Indonesia as a forward orientation, “Indonesian government had 

published Indonesian roles No.2 year in 1989 about National Education System to 

develop human resource in educational word”.1 And in 1993, Indonesian government 

decides to involve English Language started since in Elementary school students. 

“The recruitment of Indonesian educational ministry number 060/U/1993 date 25 

February 1993 about possibility of English language as one of a subject in elementary 

school, the curriculum started in 4th class elementary school”.2 English considered as 

the first foreign language and taught formally from elementary school up to the 

university level. The goals of teaching and learning English for this level are 

improving the four English skills. They are the mastery of the receptive skills 

                                                
1 Kasihani K.E. Suyanto, English for Young Learners (Jakarta: Bima Aksara, 2008), p. 1.  
2 Ibid., p. 1. 
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(reading and listening) and the mastery of the productive skills (speaking and 

writing), within a specified word level and relevant grammatical structures and 

notions, in the context of the specified themes which are enclosed for junior high 

school (SMP) students. 

Writing is one of four basic skills that important to be mastered by students 

because through the writing process, the student can express their feeling or ideas. In 

writing, we can not separate the structure and grammar from the language it self. Not 

just English, but all the languages in the world need it. Mistaking in structure and 

grammar makes misunderstanding to the sentence meaning. There are some aspects 

that are usually mastered in English, such as tenses and the eight parts of speech. The 

eight parts of speech consist of Noun, Pronoun, Adjective, Verb, Adverb, Preposition, 

Conjunction and Interjection. “Pronoun can divided into eight, they are Personal 

Pronouns, Possessive Pronouns, Reflexive Pronouns, Reciprocal Pronouns, 

Demonstrative Pronouns, Interrogative Pronouns, Indefinite Pronouns and Relative 

Pronouns".3 Relative Pronoun is one of aspects Grammar which is important for the 

students. But, students are also below expectation. For example, the students who 

have graduated from senior high school, they still find difficulty to combine 

sentences in writing English. 

The fact shows that the result of teaching learning English is still low. It does 

not only happened to the students who have scored below five, but the students who 

have score over eight can not use English in real communication in their level. 
                                                

3 Ridwansyah, Mastering English Grammar (Jakarta: Puspa Swara, 2006), p. 37.  
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Based on the background, researcher conducting this study on the students of 

MAS Subulussalam kota pinang, with the title “The Students’ Mistakes in Relative 

Pronouns at grade XI MAS Subulussalam Kota Pinang”. 

B. The Focus of Problems  

Studying this topic there are many Relative Pronouns that must be mastered, 

but cause of the limitation of time, expense of the researcher, so the researcher has to 

limit this problem based on the conditional and curriculum in the school. The 

limitation of the problem of this research are focused only on Who, Whom, Which, 

Whose, and That at grade XI MAS SUBULUSSALAM  Kota Pinang. 

C. Formulations of the Problem 

Based on the above background of the problem and limitation of the problem 

the researcher stated the formulations of the problem as follows:  

1. What are types of students’ mistakes in learning relative pronoun? 

2. What are causes of students’ mistakes in learning relative pronoun? 

3. What are teacher efforts overcoming students’ difficulties in relative pronoun 

at grade XI MAS SUBULUSSALAM Kota Pinang? 

D. The Aims of the Research  

Based on above formulations of the problem, the researcher states the aim of 

this research as follows :  

1. To know types of students’ type in mistakes in learning relative pronoun.  

2. To know causes of students’ mistakes in learning relative pronoun.  
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3. To know teacher efforts overcoming the difficulties of the students in learning 

relative pronoun at grade XI MAS SUBULUSSALAM Kota Pinang.  

E. The Significances of the Research  

The significance of this research is expected to be useful for the teacher to 

improve their teaching of relative pronoun. It is also expected to be useful for the 

students in increasing their ability in mastering relative pronoun. The significance has 

two major benefits as follows: 

1. Theoretically 

a. To fulfill a requirement to reach the first strata degree in English section in 

education department of state collage for Islamic studies Padangsidimpuan.   

b. As an input for the readers especially the English learners that is research is 

expected to be able to improve their knowledge in learning Relative 

Pronouns 

2. Practically 

a. As an input for the headmaster in guiding his English teacher. 

b. As an input for the English teacher in teaching and learning process 

especially in learning Relative Pronouns. 

c. As an input to the students increase their ability in mastering Relative 

Pronouns. 

  
F. Definition of Key Term  

There are some terms in this study that should be clarified, as follows: 
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1. Student 

According to Hornby state that “the student is a person is studying at a 

school, colleges or university”.4 A.S. Hornby states student means “anyone 

who studies or who is devoted to the acquisition of knowledge; any person 

interested in a particular subject”.5 While in Indonesia dictionary “The student 

is a learner especially on the grade of elementary, junior and high school”.6 

And according Rama Yulis in this book Ilmu Pendidikan Islam, he says that 

student is the member of society that effort to develop his/her self through 

education level process and kind of certain education.7 So, based of those 

definitions above, the researcher concludes that the student is a person on 

grade of elementary junior and senior high school not only on the formal 

educational institution but also on the informal educational. 

2. Mistakes 

According to Hornby, mistake is “to be wrong or to get a wrong idea”.8 

 

 

3. Relative Pronouns 

                                                
4A S Hornby. Oxford Advanced Leaner’s Dictionary (New York: Oxford University Press, 

1995), p. 1187. 
5 A S Hornby, Op. Cit., p. 1187. 
6Tim Penyusun Kamus Pusat Pembinaan dan Pengembangan Bahasa. Kamus Besar Bahasa 

Indonesia (Jakarta: Balai Pustaka, 2001), p. 1077. 
7Ramayulis. Ilmu Pendidikan Islam (Jakarta: Kalam Mulia, 2010), p. 169. 
8 A S Hornby, Op. Cit., p. 746. 
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Relative Pronouns are an element of grammar. They are usually used 

in adjective clauses, such as Who, Whom, Which, Where, That, Whose, etc.  

4. It is clearly stated on the research problem that the MAS Subulussalam kota 

pinang is the location or site of the research in Kec. Torgamba, Kab. Labuhan 

Batu Selatan.  

 
G.  Outline of The Research  

The outline of the thesis include into five chapters, The first chapter consists 

of background of the problem, formulations of the problem, the aims of the problem, 

significances of the research, the limitation of the research, the definition of key terms 

and the outline of the thesis. 

The second chapter consists of the theoretical descriptions which involve the 

definition of Relative Pronoun, The kinds and the using of Relative Pronoun and 

Related Finding. 

The third chapter consists of Place and time of the research, the method of 

the research, the sources of data, the instruments of collecting data and the techniques 

of data analysis. 

The fourth chapter consist of analysis of discussion and result of the research 

consist description of the general finding, specific finding that consist of description 

of the students’ mistakes in Relative Pronouns at Grade XI MAS Subulussalam Kota 

Pinang, the difficulties that faced by students’ in Relative Pronouns at Grade XI MAS 
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Subulussalam Kota Pinang and The teacher efforts in overcoming the students’ 

difficulties in Relative Pronouns at Grade XI MAS Subulussalam Kota Pinang. 

The fifth chapter consists of conclusions and suggestions.  



CHAPTER II 

THEORETICAL DESCRIPTION  

 

This chapter concerns about the theoretical description used in this thesis. It 

is done in order to give a clear description about the topic of discussion in this 

research. For giving us more descriptions about it, let’s see the following description. 

A. Students’ Mistake 

According to Hornby state that “the student is a person is studying at a 

school, colleges or university”.1 A.S. Hornby states student means “anyone who 

studies or who is devoted to the acquisition of knowledge; any person interested in a 

particular subject”.2 While in Indonesia dictionary “The student is a learner especially 

on the grade of elementary, junior and high school”.3 And according Rama Yulis in 

this book Ilmu Pendidikan Islam, he says that student is the member of society that 

effort to develop his/her self through education level process and kind of certain 

education.4 So, based of those definitions above, the researcher concludes that the 

student is a person on grade of elementary junior and senior high school not only on 

the formal educational institution but also on the informal educational.  

                                                
1A S Hornby. Oxford Advanced Leaner’s Dictionary (New York: Oxford University Press, 

1995), p. 1187. 
2 A S Hornby, Op. Cit., p. 1187. 
3Tim Penyusun Kamus Pusat Pembinaan dan Pengembangan Bahasa. Kamus Besar Bahasa 

Indonesia (Jakarta: Balai Pustaka, 2001), p. 1077. 
4Ramayulis. Ilmu Pendidikan Islam (Jakarta: Kalam Mulia, 2010), p. 169. 
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According to Hornby mistakes is “to be wrong or to get a wrong idea. 

Especially are that causes problems of affects the result”,5 then Jhos Daniel Parera 

states that “mistakes adalah penyimpangan-penyimpangan yang sistematis dan 

konsisten menjadi ciri khas berbahasa siswa yang belajar bahasa pada tingkat 

tertentu.”6 (Mistakes is systematic and consistent divergence and particular of 

students who study of language based on level). Meanwhile, Henry Guntur Tarigan & 

Djago Tarigan state that “mistakes adalah penyimpangan dalam pemakaian bahasa”.7 

(Mistakes is divergence in using of language) 

Researcher concludes that the mistake is a divergence in using of language. 

Researcher’s opinion comes from Henry Guntur Tarigan’s statement because research 

thinks that the mistake is a divergence in using of language. 

There are some the advantages of knowing mistakes of below: 

1. Untuk mengetahui penyebab kesalahan itu; untuk memahami latar 
belakang kesalahan tersebut.  

2. Untuk memperbaiki kesalahan yang dibuat oleh pelajar. 
3. Untuk menghindari atau mencegah kesalahan yang sejenis pada waktu 

yang akan dating, agar para pelajar dapat menggunakan bahasa dengan 
baik dan benar.8  
 

(1.To know cause of the mistakes; to understand the background of the mistakes, 2. to 

correct the mistakes are made by students, 3. to avoid the same mistakes in the future 

so the students can use the language well and correctly) 

                                                
5 AS Hornby, Oxford Advance Learner’s Dictonary of Current English, (New York: Oxford 

University Press, 1995), p. 7.   
6 Josh Daniel Parera, Lingustik Edukasional, (Jakarta: Erlangga, 1997), p. 143.  
7 Henry Guntur Tarigan & Djago Tarigan, Pengajaran Analisis Kesalahan Berbahasa, 

(Bandung: Angkasa, 1990), p. 75.  
8 Ibid.,  
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Based on the definition above, the researcher can conclude that Students’ 

Mistakes is a divergence in using of language by a person on grade of elementary 

junior and senior high school not only on the formal educational institution but also 

on the informal educational, in this research about relative pronouns. 

Learning Difficulties is a general term which refers to children or students 

who experience difficulties with their learning. Students classified as having a 

learning difficulty are a heterogeneous group and have a wide variety of 

characteristics, ranging from academic difficulties to cognitive and social-emotional 

problems. The term ‘learning difficulties’ is a general one used widely and without 

much precision. A learning difficulty may arise as a result of one or more of the 

following: 

1. Developmental delay, for example speech and language difficulties 
2. Poor coordination, for example fine and gross motor skills 
3. Emotional difficulties and/ or trauma 
4. Limited environmental experiences 
5. Lack of appropriate educational oppurtinities 
6. Interrupted schooling 
7. Health issue9 

 
Some general learning characteristics of these students are that they may: 

1. experience difficulties with reading, writing, spelling and mathematics – 
sometimes in all areas and sometimes in just one or two 

2. have difficulty following instructions or directions to complete a task 
3. have poor fine motor skills which can affect legibility of handwriting 
4. pronounce or read multi-syllabic word with difficulty 

                                                
9 Louden W, ‘’Teaching Students Experiencing difficulties in Learning (Information for 

Teachers of Languages)’’ taken from http://www.curriculumsupport.education.nsw.gov.au/ 
secondary/languages/languages/german/assets/proreading/learn_diff.pdf, retrieved on 13 July of 2013 
at 10.15 WIB. 
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5. have reduced or limited vocabulary and word knowledge in comparison to 
their peers 

6. have poor retrieval of information perhaps due to problems with memory 
7. have difficulty copying from the board or overhead projector 
8. have poor literacy in their first language.10 

 
Usually the term applies to approximately 10 to 16% of the school 

population and refers to those students who have general problems in learning. Very 

seldom is there a single cause found for a particular student’s problems with learning 

and sometimes it is impossible to determine any predisposing factor that has led to a 

student experiencing difficulties. 

 
B. Relative Pronouns 

Relative Pronoun comes from two words, they are Relative and Pronoun. 

Based on AS Hornby, “Relative is something considered according to its position or 

connection with something else”11 and “Pronoun is to make the sound of a word or 

letter in a particular way”,12 and the combining of Relative and Pronoun, according to 

Michel A. Pyle and Mary Ellen Munoz stated “Relative Pronoun replaces one of two 

identical noun phrases and relates the clauses to each other”.13 “Relative Pronoun is 

used in adjective clauses”14. It is also stated by Raymond Murphy in his book, “A 

Relative Pronoun tells us which person or thing”15. Whereas Jayanti Daksina Murthy 

                                                
10 Ibid. 
11 AS Hornby, Op. Cit., p. 1277. 
12 AS Hornby, Op. Cit., p. 1209. 
13 Michel A. Phyle and Mary Ellen Munoz, TOEFL: Preparation Guide (New Delhi: Wiley 

Dreamteach pvt. Ltd. 2005), p. 174.   
14 Slamet Riyanto et.al, English Grammar (Yogyakarta: Pustaka Pelajar, 2007), p. 36.  
15 Raymond Murphy, English Grammar in Use (Melbourne 3166: Cambridge University 

Press, 1994), p. 182. 
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told that “Relative Pronoun is a pronoun used to combine or to relate sentences or 

clauses together”.16 Jhon S. Hartanto says, “Relative Pronoun (Kata ganti 

penghubung) bukan saja menunjuk kepada suatu kata benda yang mendahului, tetapi 

juga menghubungkan dua buah kalimat menjadi sebuah kalimat”17. (Relative 

Pronouns not only to show a noun before but also to relate two sentences become one 

sentence). 

The theories above give definition nearly same about relative pronoun. 

Based on the definition above the researcher can conclude that the relative pronouns 

is the word connector function to combine two sentences to be one sentence or related 

dependent clause into another clause so that become complete sentence, as stated by 

Jayanti Daksina Murthy. 

C. Kinds of Relative Pronouns and the Usage 

Relative Pronouns used in defining Relative Clauses, the forms are as 

follows:18 

Table 1 
 

 
For Persons 

Subject Object Possessive 
Who Whom/ Who  

Whose That That 
 
For Things 

Which Which  
Whose/ of Which That That 

 

                                                
16 Jayanti Daksina Murthy, Contemporary English Grammar (New Delhi: Book Palace, 

2003), p. 69. 
17 Jhon S. Hartanto et.al, Accurate Brief and Clear (Surabaya: Indah, 2003), p. 77. 
18 A.J. Thomson et.al. A Practical English Grammar (London: Oxford University Press, 

1960), p. 81. 
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Defining Relative Clauses: Person 

1. Subject: Who or That 

Who is normally used: 

a) Muhammad who preached Islam is an honest man. 

b) Muhammad who was introduced the Islamic religion is Abdullah’s son. 

c) Kinmy who read in the bookshop are the owner’s son. 

But “That”, is possible alternative after all, everyone, everybody, no one, 

nobody, and those. 

a) Everyone who/that knew him liked him 

b) Nobody who/that watched the football match will ever forget it. 

2. Object of a verb: Whom/Who/That 

The object form is Whom, but this is considered very formal, in spoken English 

we normally use who/that (that being more usual than who), and it is still more 

common to omit the object pronoun altogether. 

a) Lenni whom I saw told me come back today 

b) A Prophet Muhammad whom Allah’s messenger is a great man. 

3. Subject 

Either Which or That, Which is more formal: 

a) This is a Muhammad’s picture which/that caused such a controversy. 

b) The pencil which/that lend to Imam Soleh is an expensive price. 

4. Object of a verb 

Which/That, no relative at all. 
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a) The book/which  I bought broke down, or 

b) The book I bought… 

Which is hardly ever used after all, everything, little, much, none no and 

compounds of no, or after superlatives. Instead we use That, or omit the relative 

altogether, if it is the object f a verb. 

a) All the rambutans that fall are eaten by the monkeys. 

b) This is the best school that I know. 

c) A Qur’an is about book of guidance which revealed to the prophet 

Muhammad. 

5. Object of a Preposition 

The formal construction is prepositional + Which, but if is more usual to move 

the preposition to the end of the clause, using Which or That or omitting the 

relative altogether. 

a) The chair on which I was sitting began to slip, or 

b) The chair which/that I was sitting on began to slip, or 

c) The chair I was sitting on began to slip. 

6. Possessive 

The pattern is Whose + a Clause is possible but With + a Phrase is more usual 

a) A house whose walls were made of glass, or 

b) A house with glass walls were made of glass. 
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In addition “A Relative Pronouns tells us which person or thing (or what 

kind of person or thing) the speaker means”19.  

1. We use Who in a relative clause when we are talking about people. We use 

Who instead of be/she/they: 

a) A lecturer is someone who teaches many students at university. 

b) Dr. H. Ibrahim Siregar who leaded in STAIN Padangsidimpuan is my 

brother. 

2. When we are talking about things, we use That (nor who) in a relative clauses, 

we use that instead of it/they: 

a) Nurmila Sari does not like stories that have unhappy ending. 

b) Mrs. Rayendriani Fahmei works for university that located in 

Padangsidimpuan. 

c) Everything that happened was known by Allah. 

3. You can also use Which for things (but not for people) 

On the other page, he explain relative clause with Whose, Whom and Where: 

a) We use Whose in relative clause instead of his/her/their. We use Whose 

mostly for people. 

b) Khadijah is a woman whose father is dead. (her father is dead).The other day 

I met someone whose brother I when to school with. (I went to school with 

his brother) 

                                                
19 Raymond Murphy, Op. Cit., p. 186. 
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4. Whom is possible instead of Who (for people) when it is the object of the verb 

in the relative clauses. 

a) Prof. Baharuddin whom I wanted to see was passing away in 2011. 

b) Sofia with whom he fell in love left him after a few weeks (he fell in love 

with her) 

But we do not often use whom in spoken English clause, we normally prefer who 

or that. 20 

Slamet Riyanto DKK, in his book English Grammar make concept about 

Relative Pronoun21: 

1. That 
That is used for a person or a thing, e.g. A hat that she bought recently 
looks old-fashioned. 

2. Who 
Who is used for a person, e.g. Mrs. Yusni Sinaga who is speaking is my 
lecture. 

3. Whom 
Whom is used for a person as a object, e.g. Mrs. Eka Sustri Harida whom 
I met yesterday had left for Padang. 

4. Whose 
Whose is used for a person to show a possession, e.g. Susilo Bambang 
Yudhoyono whose house is luxurious works as a president. 

5. Which 
Which is used for a thing to show a choice, e.g. The car which he broke 
last night is being repaired by a mechanic. 

 
Further Mun. Fika, et.al states there are six relative pronouns. They are: 

1. Relative Pronoun Who, digunakan  untuk manusia sebagai pokok 
(subject). 

2. Relative Pronoun Whom, dipergunakan manusia sebagai penderita 
(object). 

                                                
20 Ibid., p. 187. 
21 Slamet Riyanto DKK, Op. Cit., p. 38. 
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3. Relative Pronoun Which, digunakan untuk binatang dan benda mati 
sebagai penderita baik sebagai subject maupun sebagai object. 

4. Relative Pronoun Whose, digunakan untuk binatang dan benda hidup 
sebagai kepunyaan. 

5. Relative Pronoun What, digunakan untuk menghubungkan dua kalimat 
yang tidak mempunyai antecendent. 

6. Relative Pronoun That, digunakan untuk menggantikan Who atau 
Which.22 

 

It means, (1) Who used to human as subject, (2) Who used to human as 

object, (3) Which used to animal and dead thing as both subject and object, (4) 

Whose used to human and living thing as possession, (5) What used to relate two 

sentence have not antecedent, (6) That used to instead of Who or Which. 

Meanwhile, Z. Siregar, BA estabilishes the relative pronoun follow: 

1. Who (yang): dipergunakan untuk orang, e.g., The girl who lives opposite 
my house is very pretty. 

2. Which (yang): dipergunakan untuk benda, e.g., Swimming which is good 
sport makes people strong. 

3. That (yang): dipergunakan untuk orang atau benda), e.g., The dress that 
she wears is nice. 

4. Whom (yang): dipergunakan untuk orang tetapi sebagai obyek, e.g., The 
man whom you spoke yesterday is my teacher. 

5. Whose (yang): dipergunakan untuk kepunyaan, e.g., The man whose wife 
dead yesterday is my boss.23 

 

Relative Pronoun is a material that discussing relationship dependent clause 

(incomplete sentence) to independent clause (complete sentence or main clause). 

Relative clause however includes dependent clause that necessary to be related into 

independent clause in order it has a completely meaning by using a few of pronouns 

                                                
22 Mun Fika DKK, Op. Cit., p. 38. 
23 Z. Siregar, Bahasa Inggris Pola 24 Jam: Eastest Way and Shortest Time in Learning 

English (Surabaya: Indah, 1995). p. 144. 
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such as Who, Whom, Whose, Which, and That. Eventhough, their forms are 

questions words unless that but they have different functions in relative clause, 

namely as words connector as well as words modifiers to combine the two separate 

sentences. From detail of theory above, the writer may see whether Raymond Murphy 

also mention usage of Who, That, Which, Whose, and Whom in relative pronoun.  

According to his concepts, Who used for people (instead of he, she, they), That or 

Which used for things (instead of it and they), Whose used mostly for people (instead 

of his, her, their), Whom used for people (as object of verb). So usage of Who, That, 

Which, Whose, Whom has function to instead of nouns or in term, they are pronoun 

of the nouns on the main clause which relate the clause into the main clause. So that 

why, there is term relative pronoun when discusses relative clause. 

Based on the explanation above, the researcher can conclude that: 

1. Who is used for a person as a subject. 

2. Whom is used for a person as an object. 

3. That is used for a thing as a subject and object. 

4. Whose is used for a person to show possession. 

5. Which is used for a thing to show a possession. 

D. Relative Pronoun at MAS SUBULUSSALAM Kota Pinang 

Relative Pronoun at MAS SUBULUSSALAM Kota Pinang based on their 

curriculum are focused only on Who, Whom, Which, Whose, That and their function 
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as a connector of sentences or clauses together.24 The material still simple, it can be 

seen also in their book guideline at school. 

E. Related Findings 

 There are some related findings that discuss about Relative Pronouns, the 

first, research done by Elly Fauziah Dalimunthe which tittle “The correlation between 

Relative Pronoun mastery and the students’ ability in forming adjective clauses at the 

grade XI students of SMK Negeri 1 Padangsidimpuan in 2010/2011 academic year’’. 

In which the result that the percentage of the correlation between Relative Pronoun 

mastery and the students’ ability in forming adjective clauses at grade XI students of 

SMK Negeri 1 Padangsidimpuan in 2010/2011 academic year can be categorized into 

significant category.25 

  Next, research done by Taufik Rasyidi Hasibuan (2008) with the title “A 

Correlation between Relative Clauses and descriptive text mastery at the eight grade 

students of MTsN Padangsidimpuan” the result of this research is a positive 

correlation between relative clauses and descriptive text.26 

Based on the related finding above, the researcher wanted to do Research on 

the Students’ Mistakes in Relative Pronouns at Grade XI MAS SUBULUSSALAM 

Kota Pinang.  
                                                

24 Th. M. Sudarwati and Eudia Grace, Look Ahead (Jakarta: Erlangga, 2007).  
25 Elly Fauziah Dalimunthe, The Correlation between Relative Pronoun Mastery and the 

Students’ Ability in Forming Adjective Clauses at the Grade XI Students of SMK Negeri 1 
Padangsidimpuan in 2010/2011 academic year (Unpublished Thesis: UMTS Padangsidimpuan, 2011). 
p. 53. 

26 Taufik Rasyidi Hasibuan, A Correlation between Relative Clauses and Descriptive Text 
Mastery at the Eight Grade Students of MTsN Padangsidimpuan (Unpublished Thesis: UMTS 
Padangsidimpuan, 2008). p. 47. 
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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY  

 
A. Place and Time of the Research 

 1. Place 

The research was conducted at grade XI MAS Subulussalam Kota 

Pinang in 2011/2012 academic year, which the complete address is on Sumberjo 

pasar I-B in Kelurahan Aek Batu, Kecamatan Torgamba, Kabupaten Labuhan 

Batu Selatan. 

 2. Time 

The research had been done from December 2010 to June 2013 and the 

data had been taken after the research letter came up from the academic office of 

STAIN Padangsidimpuan. 

B. Method of the Research 

Based on the analysis of data, this research used a qualitative approach. 

“Qualitative research is useful to explore a complex research are about which little 

know and to understand a group or phenomenon”.1 In this research, the researcher 

tried to understand the phenomenon in the field about Students’ Mistakes in Relative 

Pronouns. 

Based on the method, this research used descriptive method. “Descriptive 

method is useful for investigating a variety of educational problem and issues and it is 
                                                

1 Gay & Peter Airasian, Educational Research Competencies for Analysis and Application 
(USA: Prentice Hall, 2000), p. 202.  
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used to determine and describe the way thing”.2 According to Winarno Surakhman, 

“Metode descriptive adalah penyelidikan yang menentukan dan mengalokasikan 

penyelidikan dengan tekhnis interview, angket, observasi, atau tekhnis tes, studi 

khusus waktu dan gerak analisis komparatif dan operasional”.3 (Descriptive Method 

is a survey that determine and allocate it with interview technical, observation, or test 

technical, studying time of problem and indication, comparative analysis or 

operational) 

In addition, descriptive is a kind method that used in research. According to 

Sumadi Suryabrata states, “Metode Descriptive merupakan penelitian yang 

bermaksud untuk membuat deskripsi mengenai situasi-situasi atau kejadian-

kejadian”.4 (Descriptive method is a study which intends to make description about 

situation or happenings) 

Based on the theory and the formulations of problem above, the researcher 

applies descriptive method in conducting the research. This method was used to 

describe the students’ mistakes in Relative Pronouns at grade XI MAS Subulussalam 

Kota Pinang.   

 

 

 

                                                
2 Ibid., p. 275. 
3 Winarno Surakhman, Pengantar Penelitian Ilmiah Dasar Metode dan Tekhnik (Bandung: 

Kasito, 1982), p. 2.  
4 Sumadi Suryabrata, Metodologi Penelitian (Bandung: Bima Karya, 1980), p. 25. 
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C. Sources of Data 

The sources of data in this research are: 

1. The grade XI students MAS Subulussalam Kota Pinang, 71 students. They are 

divided into two classes: class XI IA 1 and XI IA 2. The researcher took 

whole of students because the students not more than 100 students. So, it will 

be make the data more comprehensive and valid. 

2. The english teacher of students MAS Subulussalam Kota Pinang, 1 teacher. 

He is Mr. Abdul Karim Rambe, S.S. 

3. The headmaster of MAS Subulussalam Kota Pinang, Mrs. Zainun, S. Pd.  

D. Instrument of Collecting Data 

This research used instruments of collecting data by: 

1. Observation 

The researcher used an observation to collect the data, “observation is a 

technique of collecting data to gain insight on understanding the natural 

environment as lived by the partisipants”,5 and according Abdurrahman Fathoni, 

“Observation adalah tekhnik pengumpulan data yang dilakukan melalui suatu 

pengamatan dengan disertai pencatatan terhadap keadaan-keadaan atau perilaku 

objek sasaran”.6 (Observation is a technique of collecting data which is done 

through an observation and take a note about condition or the aim of the object 

behavior). 

                                                
5 Gay & Peter Airasian, Op. Cit., p. 212. 
6 Abdurrahman Fathoni, Metodologi Penelitian Pendidikan (Bandung: Pustaka Setia, 1998), 

p. 136. 
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The researcher observes the teacher and the students when they are 

learning in their classroom. How the students follow in receiving the material, 

what methods are teacher used in learning relative pronoun, etc. (the guidelines 

of observation were appendix) 

2. Interview 

The researcher was doing the interview, “Interview is a purposeful 

interaction usually between two people, focused on one person trying to get 

information from the other person”.7 This research has been used the structural 

interview, in structural interview, “The researcher prepares the question and 

alternative of the answer that will be given to the respondents”.8 So, when the 

researcher did the interview to the headmaster of MAS Subulussalam Kota Pinang 

and to the students (respondents) about relative pronoun, the researcher gives 

them some oral practice and also some test. (the guidelines of interview were 

appendix) 

3. Test 

The test is some question about relative pronoun in order to get the 

information about the students mistake in relative pronoun. The researcher gave 

twenty tests to them. (the test were appendix) 

The indicators of the test 

Table 2 

                                                
7 Gay & Peter Airasian, Op. Cit., p. 219. 
8 Amirul Hadi and Haryono, Metodologi Peneltian Pendidikan (Bandung: Pustaka Setia, 

1998), p. 136. 
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The indicators of test 

No Indicator Items 
1 Who 4 
2 Whom 4 
3 Whose 4 
4 Which 4 
5 That 4 

          Total 20 
 

E. The Analysis of Collecting Data 

After collecting data the writer analyzed the data by using some steps 

they were:  

1. Editing of data, it was done to arrange systematically  

2. Reduction of the data, it was done two seek the uncompleted data and be side 

unnecessary  

3. Tabulation of the data  

It was done to account and give the scores to students answer through the test 

and take on the table that consists of alternative answers, frequency any 

percentage those all, to obtain the percentage of the students’ answers and put 

them on the table by using the formula :  

P = %100x
N
F  

Explanation :  F  :  Frequency  

  N  :  Sum of the samples  

  P   :  Percentage.9 

                                                
9 Anas Sudijono, Pengantar Statistik Pendidikan (Jakarta: Raja Grapindo Persada, 1991), p. 40. 
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4. Description of the data, it is done to describe or interpretative data that have 

been collected systematically.  

5. Taking conclusion, it is done to conclude the discussion solidly and briefly.  

F. Techniques of the Data Trustworthiness 

There are nine techniques to determine the data trustworthiness stated 

by Lexy J. Moleong as: 10 

1. The extension of participation is the extension not only done at the short 
time, but need the long time. 

2. The application of research is the researcher must do the research with 
careful, detail and continuous to the object of the research. 

3. Triangulasi is the technique of cheking data trustworthiness that using 
something beside the data to verification or as a comparison of the data. 

4. Checking with friendly through discussion is done with expos the 
interview result or the final result that gotten in discussion with friends. 

5. Analyze the negative case is the research collects the example ans 
inappropriate case with the model and the inclination of information that 
have collected a used as a substance of comparison. 

6. The adequate and referential are the tools of them, which  using the free 
time to compare the result of the research with critics are collected. 

7. Checking the member is the most important in checking the credibility. 
8. The detail description is a technique to demand the researcher to the result 

his/her research, so description is done carefully and accurately to draw 
the contex of the research. 

9. Auditing used to check  the truth and certainty of data, this point that 
done well to the process or result and extent. 

From the all of techniques to determine  the data trustworthiness above, 

the researcher used the third number is triangulation. It was a technique that used 

to check the data trustworthiness data by compare the result of observation, 

interview and test. 

                                                
10 Lexy J. Moleong, Op. Cit,. p. 175. 



CHAPTER IV 

THE RESULT OF RESEARCH   

 

A. Findings 

1. General Finding 

The place of the research was conducted at XI MAS Subulussalam Kota 

Pinang in 2011-2012 Academic Year, which the complete address was at Protokol 

Sumberjo Pasar Ib, Kelurahan Aek Batu. This school was built on ± 5707 m². And 

the history of MAS Subulussalam Kota Pinang when the researcher interview with 

Mr. Parmuhunan Harahap, he said that the facilities of MAS Subulussalam Kota 

Pinang. 

a) 6 units of classes 

b) 1 unit of headmaster’s room 

c) 1 units of teacher’s room 

d) 1 units of Mosque 

The leader history of the school is “The first headmaster was Ahmad 

Karim Rangkuti, and now is Mrs. Zainun, S. Pd. MAS Subulussalam was built on 

1994”.1 So, MAS Subulussalam was 18 years old. The status of the school until 

now was Swasta. 

 

                                                
1 Parmuhunan Harahap, The Keeper of   MAS Subulussalam Kota Pinang, Private Interview, 

Monday 26 March 2012.  
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2. Specific Finding  

a. The Description of Students’ Mistakes in Relative Pronouns at grade XI 
MAS SUBULUSSALAM  

 
Based on the result was found from the respondents, it can be seen 

that the score of respondents vary between 0 up to 3.5. It means that the high 

score got by respondent is 3.5 and the lowest score is 0. The description data of 

the students’ mistakes at XI MAS Subulussalam Kota Pinang in making 

Relative Pronoun can be seen in the following table: 

Table 3 

He is Allah.....creates this Universe, One and Almighty 

No The alternative answer F % 
1 To Whom 29 40,84 
2 Who 5 7,04 
3 Whose 7 9,85 
4 That 17 23,94 
5 Which 13 18,30 

                    Total 71 100% 
  

From the above data, it can be known that the students’ mistakes into 

determine which one the relative pronoun is used for a person to show 

possession in the sentence “to whom” were 29 peoples (40,84%). Where as the 

less, there were 17 students (23,94%) choose “that” 13 students (18,30%) 

choose “which” 7 students (9,85%) choose “whose” and 5 students (7,04%) 

choose “who”. So based on the theory by looking at form the subject, the 

Relative Pronoun that used in the sentences is “whose” and the types of 
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students’ mistakes is confused in determined which one the relative pronoun is 

used for a person to show possession. 

Table 4 

The girl........I was introduces is a javanese. 
 

No The alternative answer F % 
1 Whom 15 21,12 
2 Who 20 28,16 
3 Whose 10 14,08 
4 That 18 25,35 
5 Which 8 11,26 

         Total 71 100% 
 

From the above data, it can be known that the students’ mistakes into 

determine which one the relative pronoun is used for a person as an object.the 

sentence “who” were 20 peoples (28,16%). Where as the less, there were 18 

students (25,35%) choose “that” 15 students (21,12%) choose “whom” 10 

students (14,08%) choose “whose” and 8 students (11,26%) choose “which”. 

So based on the theories by looking at form the subject, the Relative Pronoun 

that used in the sentences is “whom” and the types of students’ mistakes is 

confused in determined which one the relative pronoun is used for a person as 

an object. 

Table 5 

She is Mrs. Yusni Sinaga........ 
 

No The alternative answer F % 
1 Whom I told you about 4 5,63 
2 Which I told you about 19 26,76 
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3 I told you about 15 21,12 
4 That I told you 12 16,90 
5 About which I told you 21 29,57 

Total 71 100% 
 

From the above data, it can be known that the students’ mistakes into 

determine which one the relative pronoun is used for a person to show 

possession the sentence “about which Itold you” were 21 peoples (29,57%). 

Where as the less, there were 19 students (26,76%) choose “Which I told you 

about” 15 students (21,12%) choose “I told you about” 12 students (16,90%) 

choose “Whom I told you about” and 4 students (5,63%) choose “Whom I told 

you about”. So based on the theories by looking at form the subject, the 

Relative Pronoun that used in the sentences is “Whom I told you about” and the 

types of students’ mistakes is confused in determined which one the relative 

pronoun is used for a person to show possession. 

Table 6 

That is the man.......son is a teacher 

No The alternative answer F % 
1 Who 7 9,85 
2 Whose 11 15,49 
3 Which 14 19,71 
4 For whom 12 16,90 
5 From which 27 30,02 

           Total 71 100% 
 

From the above data, it can be known that the students’ mistakes into 

determine which one the relative pronoun is used for a person to show 
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possession in the sentence “From which” were 27 peoples (30,02%). Where as 

the less, there were 14 students (19,71%) choose “Which” 12 students (16,90%) 

choose “For whom” 11 students (15,49%) choose “Whose” and 7 students 

(9,85%) choose “Who”. So based on the theories by looking at form the 

subject, the Relative Pronoun that used in the sentences is “Whose” and the 

types of students’ mistakes is confused in determined which one the relative 

pronoun is used for a person to show possession. 

Table 7 

The police officer.......was friendly 

No The alternative answer F % 
1 Which gave me directions 25 35,21 
2 Whose gave me directions 8 11,26 
3 For whom gave me direction 21 29,57 
4 That gave me directions 7 9,85 
5 Who gave me directions 10 14,08 

Total 71 100% 
 

From the above data, it can be known that the students’ mistakes into 

determine which one the relative pronoun is used for a person as subject in the 

sentence “Which gave me directions” were 25 peoples (35,21%). Where as the 

less, there were 21 students (29,57%) choose “For whom gave me direction” 10 

students (14,08%) choose “Who gave me directions” 8 students (11,26%) 

choose “Whose gave me directions” and 7 students (9,85%) choose “That gave 

me directions”. So based on the theories by looking at form the subject, the 

Relative Pronoun that used in the sentences is “Who gave me directions” and 
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the types of students’ mistakes is confused in determined which one the relative 

pronoun is used for a person as subject. 

Table 8 

Muhammad........preached Islam are an honest man 

No The alternative answer F % 
1 Who 16 22,53 
2 With her 24 33,80 
3 With whom 4 5,63 
4 Whom 8 11,26 
5 With that 19 26,76 

         Total 71 100% 
 

From the above data, it can be known that the students’ mistakes into 

determine which one the relative pronoun is used for a person as subject in the 

sentence “With her” were 24 peoples (33,80%). Where as the less, there were 

19 students (26,76%) choose “With that” 16 students (22,53%) choose “Who” 8 

students (11,26%) choose “Whom” and 4 students (5,63%) choose “With 

whom”. So based on the theories by looking at form the subject, the Relative 

Pronoun that used in the sentences is “Who” and the types of students’ mistakes 

is confused in determined which one the relative pronoun is used for a person 

as subject. 

Table 9 

Kinmy........read the bookshop are the owner’s son 

No The alternative answer F % 
1 Which 11 15,49 
2 That  12 16,90 
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3 Where  22 30,98 
4 Whose 5 7,04 
5 Who  21 29,57 

         Total 71 100% 
 

From the above data, it can be known that the students’ mistakes into 

determine which one the relative pronoun is used for a person as subject in the 

sentence “Where” were 22 peoples (30,98%). Where as the less, there were 21 

students (29,57%) choose “Who” 12 students (16,90%) choose “That” 11 

students (15,49%) choose “Which” and 5 students (7,04%) choose “Whose”. So 

based on the theories by looking at form the subject, the Relative Pronoun that 

used in the sentences is “Who” and the types of students’ mistakes is confused 

in determined which one the relative pronoun is used for a person as subject. 

Table 10 

Arifin has two brothers........are married 

No The alternative answer F % 
1 That 5 7,04 
2 Whose - - 
3 Who 5 7,04 
4 Which 7 9,85 
5 They 54 76,05 

          Total 71 100% 
 

From the above data, it can be known that the students’ mistakes into 

determine which one the relative pronoun is used for a person as subject in the 

sentence “They” were 54 peoples (76,05%). Where as the less, there were 7 

students (9,85%) choose “Which” 5 students (7,04%) choose “That” 5 students 
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(7,04%) choose “Who” and 0 student (0%) choose “Whose”. So based on the 

theories by looking at form the subject, the Relative Pronoun that used in the 

sentences is “Who” and the types of students’ mistakes is confused in 

determined which one the relative pronoun is used for a person as subject. 

Table 11 

Ardiyanti......I talked to you is my beloved sister 

No The alternative answer F % 
1 Which   28 39,43 
2 Whose  3 4,22 
3 Whom  3 4,22 
4 Of which 17 23,94 
5 For whom  20 28,16 

      Total 71 100% 
 

From the above data, it can be known that the students’ mistakes in 

Relative Pronoun of the sentence “Which” were 28 peoples (39,43%). Where as 

the less, there were 20 students (28,16%) choose “For whom” 17 students 

(23,94%) choose “Of which” 3 students (4,22%) choose “Whom” and 3 student 

(4,22%) choose “Whose”. So based on the theories by looking at form the 

subject, the Relative Pronoun that used in the sentences is “Whom” and the 

types of students’ mistakes is confused in determined which one the relative 

pronoun is used for a person as an object. 

Table 12 

Pujiati.......I shared my problem is my uncle’s daughter 

No The alternative answer F % 
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1 Who   8 11,26 
2 To which  34 47,88 
3 To whom  7 9,85 
4 Whom  5 7,04 
5 Which   17 23,94 

Total 71 100% 
 

From the above data, it can be known that the students’ mistakes in 

Relative Pronoun of the sentence “Which” were 34 peoples (47,88%). Where as 

the less, there were 17 students (23,94%) choose “Which” 8 students (11,26%) 

choose “Who” 7 students (9,85%) choose “To whom” and 5 student (7,04%) 

choose “Whom”. So based on the theories by looking at form the subject, the 

Relative Pronoun that used in the sentences is “Whom” and the types of 

students’ mistakes is confused in determined which one the relative pronoun is 

used for a person as object. 

Table 13 

There is the woman.......cat dies 

No The alternative answer F % 
1 That   40 56,33 
2 Whose   9 12,67 
3 Who   12 16,90 
4 Whom  5 7,04 
5 Which   5 7,04 

        Total 71 100% 
 

From the above data, it can be known that the students’ mistakes into 

determine which one the relative pronoun is used for a person to show 

possession in the sentence “That” were 40 peoples (56,33%). Where as the less, 
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there were 12 students (16,90%) choose “Who” 9 students (12,67%) choose 

“Whose” 5 students (7,04%) choose “Whom” and 5 student (7,04%) choose 

“Which”. So based on the theories by looking at form the subject, the Relative 

Pronoun that used in the sentences is “Whose” and the types of students’ 

mistakes is confused in determined which one the relative pronoun is used for a 

person to show possession. 

Table 14 

This is Muhammad’s pictures............caused such acontroversy 

No The alternative answer F % 
1 That   24 33,80 
2 Whose   7 9,85 
3 Who   11 15,49 
4 Whom  15 21,12 
5 Which   14 19,71 

        Total 71 100% 
 

From the above data, it can be known that the students’ mistakes into  

determine which one the relative pronoun is used for a thing to show possession 

in the sentence “That” were 24 peoples (33,80%). Where as the less, there were 

15 students (21,12%) choose “Whom” 14 students (19,71%) choose “Which” 

11 students (15,49%) choose “Who” and 7 student (9,85%) choose “Whose”. 

So based on the theories by looking at form the subject, the Relative Pronoun 

that used in the sentences is “Which” and the types of students’ mistakes is 

confused in determined which one the relative pronoun is used for a thing to 

show possession. 
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Table 15 

The day..........is friday 

No The alternative answer F % 
1 Which is I collect all my test  14 19,71 
2 Whom I collect all my test 6 8,45 
3 That I have to collect all my test 30 42,25 
4 About I have to collect my test 21 29,57 
5 Whose I collect all my test - - 

Total 71 100% 
 

From the above data, it can be known that the students’ mistakes into 

determine which one the relative pronoun is used for a thing as a subject and 

object in the sentence “That I have to collect all my test” were 30 peoples 

(42,25%). Where as the less, there were 21 students (29,57%) choose “About I 

have to collect my test” 14 students (19,71%) choose “Which is I collect all my 

test” 6 students (8,45%) choose “Whom I collect all my test” and 0 student 

(0%) choose “Whose I collect all my test”. So based on the theories by looking 

at form the subject, the Relative Pronoun that used in the sentences is “That I 

have to collect all my test” and the types of students’ mistakes is confused in 

determined which one the relative pronoun is used for a thing as a subject and 

object. 
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Table 16 

The article......we got the four essay is written by a well-known 

sociologist 

No The alternative answer F % 
1 That   36 50,70 
2 Whom  8 11,26 
3 Whose   5 7,04 
4 From which 19 26,76 
5 Which   3 4,22 

          Total 71 100% 
 

From the above data, it can be known that the students’ mistakes into 

determine which one the relative pronoun is used for a thing to show possession 

in the sentence “That” were 36 peoples (50,70%). Where as the less, there were 

19 students (26,76%) choose “Whom” 8 students (11,26%) choose “Whom” 5 

students (7,04%) choose “Whose” and 3 student (4,22%) choose “Which”. So 

based on the theories by looking at form the subject, the Relative Pronoun that 

used in the sentences is “Which” and the types of students’ mistakes is 

confused in determined which one the relative pronoun is used for a thing to 

show possession. 

Table 17 

I will never forget the day......I graduated 

No The alternative answer F % 
1 Whose    13 18,30 
2 That  12 16,90 
3 Who  9 12,67 
4 Whom  3 4,22 
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5 Where    34 47,88 
      Total 71 100% 

 

From the above data, it can be known that the students’ mistakes into 

determine which one the relative pronoun is used for a thing as a subject and 

object in the sentence “Where” were 34 peoples (47,88%). Where as the less, 

there were 13 students (18,30%) choose “Whose” 12 students (16,90%) choose 

“That” 9 students (12,67%) choose “Who” and 3 student (4,22%) choose 

“Whom”. So based on the theories by looking at form the subject, the Relative 

Pronoun that used in the sentences is “That” and the types of students’ mistakes 

is confused in determined which one the relative pronoun is used for a thing as 

a subject and object. 

Table 18 

Adrian want to meet Nara........you meet yesterday  

No The alternative answer F % 
1 Who    4 5,63 
2 Where  45 63,38 
3 Which  10 14,08 
4 To that  8 11,26 
5 Whose    4 5,63 

       Total 71 100% 
 

From the above data, it can be known that the students’ mistakes into 

determine which one the relative pronoun is used for a thing as subject and 

object in the sentence “Where” were 45 peoples (63,38%). Where as the less, 

there were 10 students (14,08%) choose “Which” 8 students (11,26%) choose 
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“To that” 4 students (5,63%) choose “Who” and 4 student (5,63%) choose 

“Whose”. So based on the theories by looking at form the subject, the Relative 

Pronoun that used in the sentences is “That” and the types of students’ mistakes 

is confused in determined which one the relative pronoun is used for a thing as 

subject and object. 

Table 19 

I have just been introduced to the lady.......next door 

No The alternative answer F % 
1 That live    8 11,26 
2 Who lives  4 5,63 
3 Who have lived 29 40,84 
4 lived  15 21,12 
5 She lives 15 21,12 

Total 71 100% 
 

From the above data, it can be known that the students’ mistakes into 

determine which one the relative pronoun is used for a thing as a subject and 

object in the sentence “Who have lived” were 29 peoples (40,84%). Where as 

the less, there were 15 students (21,12%) choose “lived” 15 students (21,12%) 

choose “She lives” 8 students (11,26%) choose “That live” and 4 student 

(5,63%) choose “Who lives”. So based on the theories by looking at form the 

subject, the Relative Pronoun that used in the sentences is “That live” and the 

types of students’ mistakes is confused in determined which one the relative 

pronoun is used for a thing as a subject and object. 
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Table 20 

This is source..........I got the data for my composition 

No The alternative answer F % 
1 That   3 4,22 
2 In which  9 12,67 
3 Which  1 1,40 
4 The place 38 53,52 
5 Whose  20 28,16 

            Total 71 100% 
 

From the above data, it can be known that the students’ mistakes into 

determine which one the relative pronoun is used for a thing to show possession 

in the sentence “The place” were 38 peoples (53,52%). Where as the less, there 

were 20 students (28,16%) choose “Whose” 9 students (12,67%) choose “In 

which” 3 students (4,22%) choose “That” and 1 student (1,40%) choose 

“Which”. So based on the theories by looking at form the subject, the Relative 

Pronoun that used in the sentences is “Which” and the types of students’ 

mistakes is confused in determined which one the relative pronoun is used for a 

thing to show possession. 

Table 21 

My mother....was cooking a cake in the kitchen 

No The alternative answer F % 
1 When  24 33,80 
2 Which   8 11,26 
3 That  6 8,45 
4 Who  33 46,47 
5 Whose  - - 

       Total 71 100% 
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From the above data, it can be known that the students’ mistakes into  

determine which one the relative pronoun is used for a person as subject in the 

sentence “Who” were 33 peoples (46,47%). Where as the less, there were 24 

students (33,80%) choose “When” 8 students (11,26%) choose “Which” 6 

students (8,45%) choose “That” and 0 student (0%) choose “Whose”. So based 

on the theories by looking at form the subject, the Relative Pronoun that used in 

the sentences is “Who” and the types of students’ mistakes is confused in 

determined which one the relative pronoun is used for a person as subject. 

Table 22 

The yellow card......is only issued for employees 
 

No The alternative answer F % 
1 One can not enter the factory without 27 38,02 
2 Which without it one can not enter the 

factory  
24 33,80 

3 No one can enter the factory without it 4 5,63 
4 Without which one can not enter the factory 8 11,26 
5 Without it one can not enter the factory 8 11,26 

Total 71 100% 
 

From the above data, it can be known that the students’ mistakes into  

determine which one the relative pronoun is used for a thing to show possession 

in the sentence “One can not enter the factory without” were 27 peoples 

(38,02%). Where as the less, there were 24 students (33,80%) choose “Which 

without it one can not enter the factory” 8 students (11,26%) choose “Without 

which one can not enter the factory” 8 students (11,26%) choose “Without it 
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one can not enter the factory” and 4 student (0%) choose “No one can enter the 

factory without it”. So based on the theories by looking at form the subject, the 

Relative Pronoun that used in the sentences is “Which without it one can not 

enter the factory” and the types of students’ mistakes is confused in determined 

which one the relative pronoun is used for a thing to show possession. 

Based on the test result that given to the students, to determine the 

students’ mistakes in past tense at grade VIII MTsS Muhammadiyah Paraman 

Amplu Pasaman Barat can be seen on the criteria below:  

Table 41 

Criteria Score Interpretation  

No Percentage  Criteria  
1 0% - 20%  Very low  
2 21% - 40%  Low  
3 41% - 60%  Enough  
4 61% - 80  High  
5 81% - 100%  Very high2  

 

Table 24 

The Classification of the students’ Mistakes in Relative Pronouns at Grade 

XI MAS Subulussalam Kota Pinang 

Classification Criteria  Total of Students Persentage 
0%-20% Very low 49 69,01% 
21%-49% Low  22 30,98% 
41%-60% Enough    0        0% 
61%-80% High    0        0% 

                                                
 2 Ridwan, Belajar Mudah Penelitian Untuk Guru-Karyawan dan Penelitian permula (Bandung: 
alfabeta, 2005), p. 89. 
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81%-100% Very high   0        0% 
                  Total  71 100% 

 
B. The Causes of Students’ Mistakes in Relative Pronouns at Grade XI MAS 

SUBULUSSALAM Kota Pinang.  
 

Based on the result of observation and interview to English teacher and 

the students, there were some causes that usually faced by students in learning 

relative pronoun: they were: the first, the students had poor knowledge about 

sentence so they felt difficulty when they have been asked to make a combining 

sentence or clauses by relative pronoun. The second, the students difficulty learn 

by heart the kinds and function of relative pronoun, and not able determine what 

relative pronoun should be used. The third, the students also felt difficulty to make 

full comprehend meaning about sentence or clauses together by using relative 

pronoun. The Fourth, the students did not able to different when the relative 

pronoun is used in the sentence.3  

C. The Teacher Efforts to Overcome Students’ Difficulties in Relative Pronouns 
at Grade XI MAS SUBULUSSALAM Kota Pinang.  

 
Based on the result of interview to English teacher, to anticipate the 

difficulties of the students in learning relative pronoun were the English teacher 

often repeat the lesson so the students understood the truly, especially in 

determining the relative pronoun as connector the sentences or clauses together. 

To overcome the difficulties about determining relative pronoun in 

sentence, the English teacher asked the students to know kinds and function of 
                                                
 3 Abdul Karim Rambe, English Teacher of MAS SUBULUSSALAM Kota Pinang, Private 
Interview, Tuesday 27 March 2012.  
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relative pronoun by heart and the translations every meeting. The teacher asked 

often give exercise about relative pronoun. 

While to overcome the student difficulties in comprehending the meaning 

of relative pronoun in sentence, the English teacher asked the students to know 15 

vocabularies by heart about minimally subject, predicate as a sentence and the 

translations every meeting. Before learning English, the teacher kicked the 

students randomly so that all of the students can be motivated to memorize it. 

While to overcome students difficulties in differentiating relative pronoun 

in sentences except as connector in sentences, the teacher gave the explanation 

many time about it so the students understood truly. The other, the English teacher 

often motivated the students to improve student spirit in learning especially in 

learning relative pronoun.4  

The researcher concludes that many ways that can do in overcoming the 

student difficulties in learning relative pronoun as English teacher said when doing 

observation and interview. 

D. Discussions  

After analyzing respondents answers that the students’ mistakes in 

relative pronoun at grade XI MAS SUBULUSSALAM Kota Pinang were: the 

students can not determine what the kinds and function of relative pronoun. 

Beside, the students’ mistakes were they did not master about sentence.  

                                                
4 Abdul Karim Rambe, Op. Cit. 
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The causes of students’ mistakes in learning relative pronoun were: the 

first the students had poor knowledge about sentence so they felt difficulty when 

they have been asked to make a combining sentence or clauses by relative 

pronoun. The second, the students difficulty learn by heart the kinds and function 

of relative pronoun, and not able determine what relative pronoun should be used. 

The third, the students also felt difficulty to make full comprehend meaning about 

sentence or clauses together by using relative pronoun. The Fourth, the students 

did not able to different when the relative pronoun is used in the sentence.  

The teacher efforts overcoming students’ difficulties in students’ mistakes 

in relative pronoun at grade XI MAS SUBULUSSALAM Kota Pinang were the 

English teacher often repeated the lesson especially in determining relative 

pronoun in sentences, the English teacher often give exercise about relative 

pronoun. English teacher asked the students to know about sentence by heart every 

meeting, the English teacher often motivated the students to improve student spirit 

in learning especially in learning relative pronoun. 

 



CHAPTER V  

CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS  

 

A. The Conclusions  

Based on the result of observation, interview and test done by the 

research about the students’ mistakes in relative pronoun at grade XI MAS 

SUBULUSSALAM Kota Pinang, the researcher can conclude as follow:  

1. The types of students’ mistakes in learning relative pronouns were: the 

students can not know the kinds and function of relative pronoun in 

combining sentences.  

2. The causes of students’ mistakes in learning relative pronoun were: the 

first the students had poor knowledge about sentence so they felt 

difficulty when they have been asked to make a combining sentence or 

clauses by relative pronoun. The second, the students difficulty learn by 

heart the kinds and function of relative pronoun, and not able determine 

what relative pronoun should be used. The third, the students also felt 

difficulty to make full comprehend meaning about sentence or clauses 

together by using relative pronoun. The Fourth, the students did not able 

to different when the relative pronoun is used in the sentence.  

3. The teacher efforts overcoming students’ difficulties in students’ mistakes 

in relative pronoun at grade XI MAS SUBULUSSALAM Kota Pinang 

were the English teacher often repeated the lesson especially in 
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determining relative pronoun in sentences, the English teacher often give 

exercise about relative pronoun. English teacher asked the students to 

know about sentence by heart every meeting, the English teacher often 

motivated the students to improve student spirit in learning especially in 

learning relative pronoun.  

 
B. The Suggestions  

Based on the conclusions above, researcher gave some suggestions as 

follow:  

1. To Headmaster of MAS SUBULUSSALAM Kota Pinang always to 

motivate the English teacher to increase her ability in teaching English  

2. To the English teacher to motivate the students to improve their abilities 

especially in learning relative pronoun. 

3.  For all students are hoped to be more active in next teaching and learning 

especially in relative pronoun. 

4. To the readers especially English learners more improve their knowledge 

in learning relative pronoun.  
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APPENDIX IV 

The Students’ Score in Relative Pronouns at Grade XI MAS Subulussalam Kota 

Pinang 

 
No Respon Answer of Each Item Number 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 Sum 
01 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
02 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 
03 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 
04 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 3 
05 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 4 
06 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
07 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
08 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 
09 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 
10 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 
11 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 5 
12 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 
13 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 6 
14 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 5 
15 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 3 
16 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 1 1 0 1 0 5 
17 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 2 
18 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 
19 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
20 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
21 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
22 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 4 
23 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 4 
24 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 4 
25 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 
26 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 4 
27 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 5 
28 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 6 
29 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 3 
30 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 1 5 
31 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 6 
32 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 4 



   

33 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 5 
34 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 
35 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 7 
36 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 7 
37 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 
38 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 4 
39 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 6 
40 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 5 
41 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 7 
42 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 7 
43 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 
44 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 7 
45 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 3 
46 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 4 
47 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 5 
48 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 5 
49 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 4 
50 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 3 
51 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 3 
52 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 3 
53 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 3 
54 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 7 
55 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 
56 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 
57 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 4 
58 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 4 
59 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 6 
60 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 
61 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 4 
62 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
63 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 
64 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 
65 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
66 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 5 
67 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 3 
68 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 6 
69 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 4 
70 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 3 
71 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 

Total 274 
 



   

The researcher calculated the score by using the following formula: 
 

          ∑ score 
 =             X   100% 

 
         ∑ respondent x ∑ item x nilai item tertinggi 
 
=    274 
        X  100% 
 

             71 x 20 x 1 
 

=   19,29 %  
 
(100%-19,29% = 80,71%) 
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